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VHF Channel 16 is the  
international distress channel
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you switch from 27MHz to VHF.
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journey safer. 
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Find out more at marinerescuensw.com.au
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STACEY TANNOS ESM

Commissioner
Chief Executive Officer
Chair, State Rescue Board

From the Commissioner

Welcome to our new look Soundings magazine. After more 
than 50 issues, Soundings has had a refresh, and is packed 

with engaging stories about the life-saving work our volunteers 
undertake and the equipment and resources that help them 
achieve our mission of saving lives on the water. There’s also lots 
of great information on boating safety, so you can head out more 
confidently on our beautiful waterways.

Winter is normally a quieter time for our members, providing 
an opportunity for training and exercising key skills, and over the 
colder months our members have attended three major search 
and rescue exercises.

Extending over a weekend, these exercises were conducted 
at Ulladulla, Pittwater on Sydney’s Northern Beaches, and Port 
Macquarie; with our members joined by personnel from the NSW 
Police Force Marine Area Command, Australian Maritime Safety 
Authority, Westpac Lifesaver Rescue Helicopter and Surf Life Saving 
NSW.

These exercises are a major component of the ongoing 
professional training program for our boat crew and radio 
operators, and provide an invaluable opportunity to practice skills 
alongside their rescue counterparts from partner agencies. 

Our 3,200 volunteers are trained to the highest standards for 
their roles, and on-water and desktop exercises such as these help 
keep them rescue-ready around the clock.

A critical part of each exercise is the sharing of knowledge that 
happens when members return to their home unit, ensuring that 
the benefits flow through to many more members than attended 
on the day.

Significant investment into our fleet and facilities continues 
with sod turned on new bases for Marine Rescue Broken Bay 
and Marine Rescue Newcastle. Further north, we welcomed the 
announcement of a $5.5 million upgrade of the Captain Cook 
Memorial and Lighthouse, which will include the demolition and 
rebuilding of the Marine Rescue Point Danger base.

New purpose-built rescue vessels for Marine Rescue Merimbula, 
Eden and Tuggerah Lakes are well underway with delivery of the 
Merimbula and Eden vessels scheduled for early 2023, while 
a $540,000 investment in new lifejackets will help keep our 
members safer. This investment in our vessels, facilities and 
equipment ensures that our members can not only respond more 
quickly and effectively, but do so more safely as well.

Normally one the driest months of the year, in July the heavens 
opened, with torrential rain leading to another round of devastating 
flooding. Our members answered the call for assistance, with 
volunteers from Marine Rescue Ulladulla, Marine Rescue Broken 
Bay and Marine Rescue Central Coast undertaking a range of tasks 
to support the NSW SES flood response. These included rescues, 
resupply and logistics, showing the versatility of our volunteers in 
being able to step up and help on unfamiliar waters when needed. 

In September and October renewed inland flooding saw Marine 

Rescue NSW members once again called upon to support  the NSW 
SES. Over 100 members from 28 units have now been deployed, 
providing invaluable support to the ongoing flood response. My 
thanks go to all of the Marine Rescue NSW members and staff who 
have contributed over 5,000 hours of their time to help flood-
affected communities.

After a two year COVID enforced absence, the Sydney 
International Boat Show made a welcome return to Darling 
Harbour. Once again Marine Rescue NSW exhibited at the show, 
with Jervis Bay 41, the second largest vessel in the fleet, an 
imposing presence on the dock, while our stand in the main hall 
received plenty of attention from the passing public interested 
in learning more about our activities and staying safer on our 
waterways. Our Marine Rescue app featured in the main stage 
presentations and it was pleasing to hear the positive feedback 
from the audience and other presenters.

With longer and warmer days, now is the time to get your boat, 
Jet Ski or paddle craft ready for the summer ahead. Over the past 
year 57% of all responses by our volunteers have been for three 
largely preventable causes – engine failure, a flat battery and 
running out of fuel. It is important to take the time now to get your 
vessel serviced and to replace that aging battery. And once you 
do head out on the water, make sure you follow the rule of thirds 
for fuel – a third for the journey out, a third for the trip home, and 
a third in reserve. Check the condition of your lifejackets and if you 
have an inflatable jacket, make sure it has been serviced to the 
manufacturer’s requirements.

Finally, now is also a great time to put the Marine Rescue app on 
your phone, and to start getting into the habit of Logging On with 
Marine Rescue every time you head out on the water. The app is 
packed with great features, and once you are Logged On you enjoy 
your day on the water confident that we’re looking out for you.

Stacey Tannos
Commissioner
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From the Chair

The beginning of October is a cluttered time in the emergency 
service calendar. For the State Emergency Service it’s the 

start of storm season, for the NSW Rural Fire Service the start of 
the bushfire season, and for Marine Rescue NSW the start of the 
boating season.

Rescues, of course, happen all year, but the summer months 
represent the busiest time by far for our Marine Rescue NSW 
volunteers, with just over 70% of all emergency responses 
between the start of October and the end of March.

This means that the time of year when many in the community 
are looking forward to heading on holiday and relaxing is when the 
skills and abilities of our members are most in demand. 

And in these busy months, the busiest time of all is the period 
between Christmas and Australia Day, when our crews can be 
found on regular patrols of our waterways, and our radio rooms are 
abuzz with activity as boaters Log On and Off, ask for advice, and of 
course, call for help.

The selfless dedication of our members in giving up time with 
family and friends during the festive season to serve their local 
community is a source of great pride, and as a nation we are 
immensely fortunate to have a culture that values a sense of 
community and seeks to make it better for all.

So please spare a thought this summer as you head out on your 
boat, Jet Ski or kayak for our dedicated volunteers ready to help 
should you run into trouble. 

While dedication and commitment are important, it is training 
that makes our members true professionals, with the quieter 
months of winter ideal for sharpening skills and brushing up on 
techniques. Over the past few months it has been gratifying to 
see the return of a full series of Search and Rescue Exercises 
(SAREXs) after several years affected by the pandemic, enabling our 
members to get ‘rescue ready’ ahead of the start of the boating 
season.

With three major exercises and three smaller ones along the 
whole spread of the coastline, many of our members have had the 
opportunity to get involved, and to share learnings with each other 
and our emergency service partners such as NSW Police Marine 
Area Command, Surf Lifesaving NSW and the Australian Maritime 
Safety Authority.

Well done to all those who have participated, and for sharing their 
learnings on their return to their units. 

While our members do not volunteer for awards or accolades, 
it is none-the-less pleasing to have had three of our members 
honoured in the Queen’s Birthday Honours List. 

Congratulations to Greg Davies from Marine Rescue Port 
Macquarie, Jim Wright from Marine Rescue Lake Macquarie, and 
Caron Parfitt from Marine Rescue Bermagui. All three of these 
members have made a significant contribution to their local 
communities, bringing credit to themselves as well as to Marine 
Rescue NSW. 

At the Sydney International Boat Show, Marine Rescue Botany 
Port Hacking member Ian Baker was presented with the prestigious 
NSW Maritime Medal by Member for Willoughby, Tim James, who 
was representing the Minister for Transport David Elliott. This well-
deserved award recognises Ian’s many years dedicated to making 
our waterways safer. 

Congratulations too, to those members nominated for the Rotary 
District of NSW Emergency Services Community Awards (RESCA) - 
Karen Lowry from Marine Rescue Sussex Inlet, who picked up the 
award for Marine Rescue NSW volunteer of the year, David Mills and 
Grant Morehouse from Marine Rescue Port Jackson, Bernard Ryan 
from Marine Rescue Merimbula and Anderson Cameron Brown 
from Marine Rescue Port Macquarie. 

The service of these volunteers is truly inspirational, and typical 
of the selflessness exhibited by every one of our volunteers. 

Finally, as you head out onto our waterways this summer, please 
do so with your safety and that of your passengers in mind. 

A great way to do this is using our Marine Rescue app, it’s packed 
with useful features to make your day on the water not only more 
enjoyable, but safer as well. Logging On using the app provides 
you with reassurance that while you are out on our waterways, a 
professional emergency service is watching out for you and your 
safe return, and will come to your aid if you do not Log Off as 
planned. 

Simple things like servicing your boat’s engine, checking the 
battery, planning the fuel for your journey and looking up the 
weather forecast, can also make the difference between a great 
day on the water and one that ends in a call for help. 

Good sailing,

Jim Glissan
Chair Marine Rescue NSW Board 

JAMES GLISSAN AM, ESM, KC

Chair of MRNSW Board
General Director
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Consistently poor weather over the normally busy boating 
season failed to dampen the enthusiasm of boaters, anxious 

to get out on the water as COVID restrictions gradually eased, 
leading to the second highest number of rescues recorded, only 
slightly down on the record number of the year prior, testing the 
resilience and skills of our 3,200 strong volunteer cohort.

Thirteen additional rescue craft were delivered, including eight 
rescue vessels for the Marine Rescue Port Macquarie, Hawkesbury, 
Port Kembla, Point Danger, Merimbula, Kioloa, Broken Bay and 
State Headquarters units, plus five Rescue Water Craft (Jet Skis) for 
the Marine Rescue Central Coast, Lake Macquarie, Port Macquarie 

Marine Rescue NSW members rose to the challenge of a near record number 
of boaters, multiple flood events, and the lingering effects of COVID to 

achieve their mission of saving lives on our waterways. 

ANOTHER BIG YEAR 

and Brunswick units 
These new rescue craft represented a major boost to the 

service’s operational capability, allowing the service’s members 
to respond to emergencies in vessels that are safer, faster, more 
manoeuvrable, and better equipped. 

All eight of the new rescue vessels were manufactured in 
regional New South Wales, boosting regional jobs, providing 
opportunities for apprentices and helping secure the future of a 
marine manufacturing industry within the state. This commitment 
to regional industry saw the Minister for Emergency Services and 
Resilience and Minister for Flood Recovery, Steph Cooke, join 

saving lives on our waterways

Search and Rescue Exercises made a welcome return during the year. Pictured are Marine Rescue Tuross Moruya members in Ulladulla Harbour for the 
first in a series of three exercises. Photo: Alison Dunsford
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Marine Rescue NSW Deputy Commissioner Alex Barrell earlier this 
year to inspect the Yamba Welding and Engineering shipyard where 
two new rescue vessels were under construction. 

Key to the Service’s ability to continue this process of fleet 
modernisation has been the continued support of the NSW 
Government through their four year, $37.6 million investment in the 
service. This investment has been supplemented by government 
and private sector grants, enabling Marine Rescue NSW to boast 
the most modern fleet of any Australian volunteer marine rescue 
service.

Complementing the boost to on-water response has been the 
roll-out of improved radio communications technology, with the 
new Frequentis system being progressively installed in radio bases 
along the coast. This project is bringing a number of benefits to 
the service including a dispatch system purpose-designed for the 
emergency services, automatic failovers should the primary link 
fail, and enhanced call flow and control. The system has required 
a significant investment in highly reliable servers to support the 
system’s operation. 

For much of the past year, members operated with elevated 
risk management protocols due to the ongoing COVID pandemic 
to ensure their health and that of the wider community. Despite 
the constraints imposed by these protocols, our members 
continued to respond as needed to requests for assistance, with all 
emergencies responded to in a timely and professional manner.  

Operational responses were down slightly from the 4,251 
recorded in the previous year to 3,905, with 8,518 people 
transported safely to shore, and forty percent of those rescued 
saved from life-endangering situations. The total number of 
rescues was the second highest on record, and achieved despite 
lengthy spells of wet weather caused by a second year of La Nina 
conditions. 

On those days when the sun did shine, boaters took the water 
in large numbers, with a sunny Australia Day and Easter proving 
especially busy. The easing of COVID restrictions also saw the 
return of on-water support for key community events including 
the start of the Sydney to Hobart Yacht race, New Year’s Eve and 
Australia Day, with crews active both on Sydney Harbour and in 
waterways up and down the coast. 

Multiple flooding events saw Marine Rescue NSW crews 
deploy to locations as varied as Bourke, Deniliquin, Forbes, the 
Hawkesbury and the North Coast; providing invaluable support to 
the NSW SES flood response.

The busiest Marine Rescue NSW unit was Lake Macquarie with 
584 rescues, followed by Botany Port Hacking 296, Port Stephens 
226, Middle Harbour 174 and Port Jackson 168, with several units 
responding to a record number of emergency responses.

Similar to past years, exactly half of all rescues occurred on the 
weekend, Thursday being the quietest day on the water, while 
forty percent of all rescues occurred between noon and 3pm as 
people headed home and discovered engine issues, too little fuel 
or adverse weather conditions.

Once again over half (57%) of all rescues were due to largely 
preventable issues including running out of fuel, engine failure or a 
flat battery, providing a reminder of the importance for boaters to 
plan their trip and to get their vessel regularly serviced.

The service’s dedicated Radio Operators responded to 223,388 

radio calls, nearly one every two minutes. These included 73 
MAYDAY calls when lives were in imminent danger, 47 PAN PANS, 
when boaters were in an urgent but not life-threatening situation, 
and 14 flare sightings.

Tragically 14 lives were lost in boating accidents, down from 17 
the year prior. In addition to attending many of these incidents, 
Marine Rescue NSW volunteers also assisted in searches for 
missing swimmers and rock-fishers. In all cases, Marine Rescue 
NSW crews acted with professionalism and compassion, 
particularly when entrusted in returning lost loved ones to their 
families. 

The number of boaters Logging On was down from the previous 
year’s record figure to 65,433, with 40%, or 26,210 doing so using 
the Marine Rescue app. Proportionally, use of the app continues 
to increase year on year. The the launch of the next iteration of the 
app, with a host of enhanced features, is expected to further drive 
app uptake amongst boaters. 

Making a welcome return after a year in abeyance due to 
COVID restrictions were the annual Search and Rescue Exercises, 
with Marine Rescue Ulladulla hosting over 100 volunteers from 
multiple agencies in a testing scenario in the waters off Ulladulla. 
The exercise, and a complementary Search and Rescue Desktop 
Exercise, were an outstanding success and provided a welcome 
opportunity to test rescue skills and hone inter-agency cooperation 
in emergencies. 

As well as saving human lives on the water, Marine Rescue NSW 
also worked with agencies whose charter is to protect wildlife, with 
crews regularly having joined personnel from the National Parks 
and Wildlife Service, Department of Primary Industries and ORCCA 
(the Organisation for the Rescue and Research of Cetaceans in 
Australia) for training and operations to free whales entangled 
in marine debris. During the year there were several high profile 
whale disentanglements, with Marine Rescue NSW crews playing 
an important ‘mothership’ role to support the wildlife organisation’s 
work. 

223,338

8,518
3,905

65,433 Boats Logged On

Radio calls

Boaters returned 
safely to shore

Rescue missions 

2021-22
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GOING PLACES 
NO ONE CAN FOLLOW

For business and pleasure, for professionals and pioneers, Naiad is  
for those who operate in the extremes. Naiad handles the ocean like  
nothing you have ever experienced, which is why rescue and patrol  
agencies, tour operators, and maritime specialists choose Naiad.   
Explore the extraordinary in your 4WD of the Sea and understand  
what confidence  in your watercraft really feels like.
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Summer time is boating time, and as we head into the warmer 
months, boaters everywhere will be turning their mind to their 

next trip on the water.
Unfortunately for many boaters, their trip on the water will end 

ingloriously at the end of a rope as a Marine Rescue NSW crew tow 
them and their disabled craft back to the ramp.

To avoid this, or a more serious life-threatening emergency, it is 
vital that boaters prepare their vessel before heading out on the 
water. Here are our top tips to have a great day on the water, and 
to make it back under your own steam:
•  Service your vessel regularly: forty percent of all calls for help to 

Marine Rescue NSW are due to engine failure. Regular servicing 
will reduce the chance of a breakdown on the water.

•  Check your battery: ten percent of all calls to Marine Rescue NSW 
are due to a flat battery. Test your battery regularly with a battery 
tester and replace it if required.

•  Plan the fuel for your journey: Seven percent of all calls to Marine 
Rescue NSW are for running out of fuel. A good rule of thumb is to 
allow a third of a tank for the journey out, a third for the trip home, 
and a third in reserve. If you carry extra fuel, make sure they are in 
approved containers and stored safely.

•  Check the weather and sea conditions: make sure you return well 
before weather conditions deteriorate. 

•  Check bar conditions: Plan your bar crossing by checking the local 
bar cam or eyeballing the bar in person or call your local Marine 
Rescue NSW base on VHF Channel 16 for an update. If in doubt, 
stay inshore and do not attempt a crossing. Watch the timing 
between wave sets, and avoid heading out on an ebb tide. Take 
particular note of the tide and weather forecast – a bar might 
be fine on the trip out, but be far more dangerous on the return 
journey.

•  Carry the required safety gear: If something goes wrong you’ll 
be glad you’ve got what’s needed to stay safe. Things like an 
EPIRB, PLB, V-sheet, VHF radio and flares are vital, and in some 
circumstances, mandatory. A lifejacket is your best friend on the 
water – wear it at all times and ensure everyone on board, even 
the dog, has theirs on too. 

•  Log On with Marine Rescue NSW: You can Log On with your local 
Marine Rescue NSW base via the Marine Rescue app or on your 
marine radio VHF Channel 16. Logging On ensures we’ll be keeping 
an eye out for you, so if you don’t Log Off as planned, we’ll start 
searching for you.  

•  Service your trailer: All too often the humble trailer is forgotten, 
but if it fails, you’ll be going nowhere. Get it serviced to ensure 
trouble-free running and a safe journey on our roads.  
Following these simple tips will help you have a great day on the 

water, so get to it and enjoy a fun, and safe, boating season.

HERE COMES
boating season!

It is vital that boaters prepare their 
vessel before heading out on the water

““

I N T R O D U C T I O N

Prepare now for a more enjoyable – and safer – time on the water

Don’t end up at the end of a tow rope this summer, ensure your vessel is in good repair and ready for action. Photo: Marine Rescue Iluka Yamba.
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In early July, after a month of welcome relief from heavy rain, 
down it tumbled again, with major flooding again affecting the 

Hawkesbury catchment, as well as further up the coast as far north 
as Coffs Harbour.

Once again, it was all hands on deck, as a significant multi-
agency flood response quickly swung into action, with Marine 
Rescue NSW again playing a small but important role. 

On the swollen lower reaches of the Hawkesbury River, Marine 
Rescue NSW vessels Broken Bay 20, Ulladulla 10, Central Coast 30T 
and Central Coast 13 assisted the NSW State Emergency Service 
with a range of tasks including resupply, reconnaissance and 
evacuation.

On shore at the staging point next to the Wisemans Ferry Bowling 
Club, Zone Training Manager Central Jane Shirriff, found herself 

MARVELLOUS!Floody

Marine Rescue NSW members again help flood affected communities 

9
Rescue 
vessels

120
Volunteers 

and staff

Over

5,000
Hours of 
support

More than

Marine Rescue Central Coast 30T makes its way along a flooded road near Wyong. 
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Once again, it was all hands on deck, 
as a significant multi-agency flood 
response quickly swung into action

““

liaising between the NSW SES and the Marine 
Rescue NSW members, with crews principally 
tasked to help around the isolated lower 
MacDonald Valley. 

Accompanying the Marine Rescue NSW crews on each rescue 
mission was an SES volunteer to provide essential flood knowledge 

and an additional helping hand.  
Marine Rescue Central Coast vessel Central Coast 30T ‘Sealegs’ 

also found itself operating on the Central Coast in the unfamiliar 
location of a flooded road along the Wyong Creek, where it was 

tasked to help with the evacuation of a flooded and isolated 
resident. The amphibious vessel was able to drive slowly along a 
local road where the water was absent or too shallow to navigate, 
as well as sail across areas of flooded road too deep for vehicles, 
with its unique capability attracting a great deal of attention.

On the Tuggerah Lakes, flooding reached levels not seen for 
140 years, inundating the shoreline and turning the Marine Rescue 
Tuggerah Lakes’ Toukley base into an island and flooding the unit’s 
garage. Fortunately water levels stopped just short of entering the 
unit’s main training and meeting area. 

During the July flood response, 37 Marine Rescue NSW members 
contributed over 500 hours of their time, providing invaluable flood 
support to the NSW SES and to flood-affected communities. 

Marine Rescue Broken Bay BB20 at Wisemans Ferry. 

Photo: Jane Shirriff. 

Evacuated residents head to safety aboard Marine Rescue Broken Bay BB20. Photo, Jane Shirriff.
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Volunteers on deployment to Deniliquin still managed to smile 
despite the mud from incessant rain.

In September the rains returned, and kept returning, 
with repeated rain events on saturated catchments 
sending multiple flood peaks down the State’s inland 
rivers. Worst affected were the Murray, Murrumbidgee, 
Lachlan, Macquarie, Gwydir, Barwon and Darling Rivers. 
Because of the billiard table flat topography in the 
west of the State, the movement of water down these 
flooded river systems was characterised by very slow 
rises to a flood peak followed by equally slow falls, 
resulting in flooding that was set to drag on into the 
new year.

The scale of the disaster saw the NSW State 
Emergency Service put out a request for support 
from partner agencies, with Marine Rescue NSW 
again answering the call.

Over several months, volunteers from over half 
of all Marine Rescue NSW units answered the call to assist, with 
112 members undertaking a week-long tour of duty, with some 
members enthusiastically undertaking several deployments.

Because of the vast area affected by flooding, Marine Rescue 
NSW crews found themselves in locations as diverse as Deniliquin, 
Moama, Barham, Walgett, Brewarrina, Collarenebri, Bourke, Nyngan 
and Swan Hill. 

With many residents in the flood-affected areas forced to leave 
their homes, accommodation was often at a premium, with 
members in some locations accommodated in fully self-contained 
makeshift camps established by the NSW Rural Fire Service, 
travelling each day to where they were required. 

In the field, volunteers found themselves attending to a wide 
range of important, if unfamiliar tasks. A key task was filling 
sandbags and helping to transport and then lay them to protect 
flood affected properties and communities. Transporting livestock 
was another important task, with volunteers ferrying sheep and 

goats from small flood islands to where they could be better 
managed by local farmers, earning the Service the nickname 
‘Merino Rescue NSW’ as well as the gratitude of many farmers. 

Reconnaissance of levees and infrastructure, the resupply of 
isolated rural properties, community liaison and running a ferry 
service for isolated residents needing to shop or attend medical 
appointments were other important tasks.

While some suitable Marine Rescue NSW vessels were used, 
more often than not members found themselves driving SES flood 
boats and dealing with the challenges of submerged fences and 
trees, closed gates, clouds of mosquitoes, homeless snakes, hot 
and humid weather and difficulty finding access roads not closed 
by flood water. Despite these challenges, the morale of Marine 
Rescue NSW members has remained high, with members proud 
to be part of a team helping to tackle one of the State’s most 
significant flood disasters ever.

Carrying livestock such as sheep earned the Service the affectionate  nickname of ‘Merino Rescue NSW’
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Dealing with flooded roads was just one of the challenges for crews as they supported the inland NSW flood response.

BEFORE YOU LEAVE SHORE
BE PREPARED

SAFETY GEAR
COMMUNICATION
NAVIGATION / FISHFINDERS
+ 1000’S OF CHANDLERY PRODUCTS!

32 RTM SUPERSTORE LOCATIONS

1300 964 264 
roadtechmarine.com.auPERMANENT LOW PRICES - EVERY DAY

SCAN TO FIND 
YOUR LOCAL STORE

Carrying livestock such as sheep earned the Service the affectionate  nickname of ‘Merino Rescue NSW’



12 MARINE RESCUE NSW | Soundings

Our members 
in action
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Six young sailors aboard a 14 foot Hobie Cat owe their lives to 
a chance sighting and the efforts of the emergency services 

after their vessel was blown out to sea in strong winds off Narooma 
in early August.

The Hobie Cat and its six crew were observed by Marine Rescue 
Narooma Radio Operator David White when they nearly hit the 
breakwall heading across the bar and out into the Tasman Sea. 

Earlier, a member of the public had contacted the radio base, 
concerned that the vessel appeared to be heading out with no 
apparent safety equipment.

The sailing boat was being rapidly pushed out to sea by strong 
westerly winds. Although no request for assistance had been 
received, given the crew’s apparent skill level and the concern  of 
the member of the public, it was decided to send Marine Rescue 
Narooma rescue vessel Narooma 30 to do a welfare check.

With the support of the local NSW Police Marine Area Command 
in Eden, Narooma 30 reached the vessel, now far out to sea near 
Montague Island, to check on their welfare.

The vessel was observed to not have the required EPIRB, radio, 
flares or any means of communications in an emergency. One 
female crew member transferred onto the Marine Rescue vessel, 
but the others declined stating they were going to sail back to 
Narooma.

Narooma 30 decided to shadow them back to port, but the 
strong head winds made it impossible for the young sailors to 
make progress. The remaining five crew eventually agreed to 
transfer onto Narooma 30 and for their Hobie Cat to be towed back 
to the ramp.

While there was no legal requirement to act and no formal 
request for assistance, the vigilance of Marine Rescue Narooma’s 
radio operator and a member of the public, the support of Marine 
Area Command at Eden, and the actions of the crew, prevented 
what could have been a significant tragedy. 

Marine Rescue NSW Commissioner Stacey Tannos thanked the 
Marine Rescue Narooma crew for their efforts and put out a call 
for boaters to always carry the necessary safety equipment before 
heading out on the water.

“As the skipper of a vessel the safety of all on board is your 
responsibility,” said Commissioner Tannos.

“It is essential to have all necessary safety equipment on board 

and the skills to operate your vessel safely, an understanding of the 
weather conditions, and to have Logged On with Marine Rescue 
NSW so someone knows where you are going, when you’ll return 
and can start searching for you if you are overdue.” 

Near miss prompts warning from Marine Rescue NSW Commissioner

Six sailors owe lives to chance
sighting off Narooma

It is essential to have all necessary 
safety equipment on board and the 
skills to operate your vessel safely

““

A Marine Rescue Narooma member looks towards crew members from 
the Hobie Cat with their vessel under tow in the distance.
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In a strange but fortunate turn of events, a meeting about potential 
training cooperation between members of Marine Rescue Sussex 

Inlet and Marine Rescue Batemans Bay turned into a very real 
rescue operation. 

Marine Rescue Sussex Inlet Deputy Unit Commander, Tony 
Pollard and Marine Rescue Sussex Inlet Training Officer, Brett Eurell, 
were hosting the Marine Rescue Batemans Bay Training Officer, 
David Roulston at the Marine Rescue Sussex Inlet base to discuss 

what might be possible, when a joint search and rescue response 
suddenly became inevitable. 

At 9.00 am on a cold Monday morning, a member of the public 
called the Marine Rescue State Communications Centre to report 
a capsized sailing vessel 400 metres from the shore off Macleans 
Point in the St Georges Basin.  

The message was relayed from Sydney to the newly rated Marine 
Rescue Sussex Inlet Radio Operator Barry Albrighton, who passed 

Cold water hidden danger to boaters and paddlers

Meeting about unit cooperation turns 
into actual rescue 

The solo sailor and his partially submerged vessel.

O U R  M E M B E R S  I N  A C T I O N
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the message onto the members of the meeting, fortuitously 
occurring in the adjacent room.  Tony, Brett and David shifted into 
action deploying on Sussex Inlet 20 in a race to rescue the occupant 
of the upturned vessel from the chilly waters.  

Arriving on scene within just 15 minutes, they found a yachtsman 
clinging to a 3.5 m sailing dory which had overturned in the wind 
and had taken on water.  The yachtsman, who was desperate 
to save his beloved vessel, was persuaded to leave it and come 
aboard the rescue vessel having been in the water for almost 
30 minutes. Besides the expected lethargy that had set in 
from his frantic struggle, there were initially no obvious signs of 
hypothermia, but to be on the safe side the crew decided to ask 
the Radio Operator to arrange an ambulance. 

After helping the man remove his wet clothes and covering him 
in blankets, they set out for the closest jetty in the Sussex Inlet 

channel to meet the ambulance.  By the time they arrived at the 
jetty – just five minutes later - the yachtsman’s core temperature 
had drastically dropped and he started to become disorientated, 
unable to remember his name and was losing motor coordination.  
He was transferred to the care of paramedics who treated him for 
hypothermia. 

Marine Rescue Sussex Inlet Rescue Water Craft operator Billy 
Norris and trainee Jim Ross were deployed on Sussex Inlet 10 and 
Sussex Inlet 11 to help secure the drifting vessel while Sussex Inlet 20 
stood by in deeper waters. 

Unit Commander Karen Lowry, who attended the Marine Rescue 
base to oversee the rescue, said it had been an excellent example 
of team work and an important reminder that the symptoms 
of hypothermia are not always obvious and can take around 30 
minutes to develop in a person who has been in cold water.  

She congratulated the crews on the quick response and noted 
that Barry, who was working his first shift alone, did an outstanding 
job coordinating with the NSW Police Force Marine Area Command, 
Marine Rescue NSW Zone Duty Operations Manager and NSW 
Ambulance, as well as calling in Rescue Water Craft operators to 
assist. 

Marine Rescue NSW Deputy Commissioner Operations Alex 
Barrell said that the incident was a timely reminder that in the 
colder months boaters without a wetsuit or proper clothing can 
quickly succumb to hypothermia if they become wet, especially if it 
is windy.

“Signs of hypothermia include shivering, exhaustion, drowsiness, 
slurred speech and disorientation,” Deputy Commissioner Barrell 
said.

“It is essential that anyone exhibiting these symptoms are 
treated quickly by moving the person to a warm, dry place or 
sheltering them from the elements, taking off any wet clothing 
and covering them with a blanket or dry clothes, and having them 
drink a warm beverage until professional medical treatment can be 
obtained.”

‘It is also essential that boaters and paddlers dress appropriately 
before heading out on the water.” 

Tony Pollard / Brett Eurell

To minimise the effects of hypothermia, use the Heat Escape Lessening Posture (HELP), 

by drawing your knees together and hugging them close to your chest using 

your arms. Photo: Brad Whittaker.
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A father and his teenage son are lucky to be alive after their 
five metre runabout overturned on the Wooli River bar in late 

August as they headed out on a fishing trip.
Just after dawn on a Saturday morning two runabouts were 

observed by Marine Rescue Wooli Radio Watch Officer Jackie Taffs 
attempting to cross the Wooli River bar in rough conditions. 

The first runabout had to contend with five sets of breaking 
waves of up to 2.5 metres, becoming near vertical on a few 
occasions, before making it to deeper water. The second vessel 
was not so fortunate, overturning and spilling its two crew 
members into the sea just past the breakwater.

The team at Marine Rescue Wooli instantly swung into action, 
with Deputy Unit Commander Richard Taffs who was also on duty, 
running down to the nearby bar with a hand held radio to keep a 
close watch on the position of the two fishermen so as to guide 
rescuers, while a rescue crew was quickly assembled for rescue 
vessel Wooli 30.

Fortunately the crew of the overturned vessel were wearing 
lifejackets, and were soon swept into the surf zone and onto 
the nearby Wooli Beach, where members of Marine Rescue 

Wooli collected them, returning them to the base for a first aid 
assessment, dry clothes and a hot drink ahead of the arrival of an 
ambulance and a more thorough medical examination before they 
were interviewed by NSW Police.

The near miss is a timely reminder of the dangers of crossing 
bars, and the need for boaters to be properly prepared, as 
crossing a coastal bar presents boaters with a range of hazards 
within a confined space, including swift currents, limited room to 
manoeuvre, large breaking waves and other boaters.

Plan your bar crossing by checking the local bar cam or 
eyeballing the bar in person. If in doubt, stay inshore and do not 
attempt a crossing. Watch the timing between wave sets, and avoid 
heading out on an ebb tide. Take particular note of the tide and 
weather forecast – a bar might be fine heading out, but become 
dangerous on the your return to port.

Boaters are reminded that a lifejacket is compulsory when 
crossing a bar, and it’s a good idea to Log On with your local Marine 
Rescue base who can advise you over your marine radio if the bar 
is safe to cross, and provide pointers if you are unfamiliar with it.

Quick thinking helps save father and son after boat overturns

Near miss a reminder to take care on 
coastal bars

O U R  M E M B E R S  I N  A C T I O N

Emergency vehicles line up at the Marine Rescue Wooli base after the incident. Photo: Richard Taffs.
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Fleet 
and Facilities
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In early August, Marine Rescue NSW Deputy Commissioner Alex 
Barrell attended the announcement of the upgrade of the Captain 

Cook Memorial and Lighthouse on the NSW-Queensland border, 
which will include the demolition and rebuilding of the Marine 
Rescue Point Danger base.

The $5.5 million project will go ahead following the allocation 
of $2,023,449 in additional funding from the NSW Government’s 
Cross Border Commissioner’s Infrastructure Fund.

The upgrade will rejuvenate the area and provide much-needed 
public toilets with safe and wheelchair-friendly access around the 
building and up to the viewing podium. 

A new café will also be built, with tabled seating both inside and 
outside on the public viewing lower deck. The unit’s fundraising 
ventures will continue, with the new lessee of the cafe required 
to stock and sell the products made by the Marine Rescue Point 
Danger volunteers.

Fingal Head indigenous artist Christine Slabb has been given a 
blank canvas to provide indigenous storyboards for the café gallery 
and interpretive artwork in the surrounding landscape. The story of 
Marine Rescue Point Danger will also be told, along with a narrative 
around European settlement of the area.

The Captain Cook Memorial and Lighthouse structure was 
originally built in 1971, with an extension to house Marine Rescue 
Point Danger built in 1990. 

This facility currently has numerous structural defects and 
concrete cancer, with the cost to maintain it as fit for occupation 

no longer sustainable.
Marine Rescue Point Danger has already relocated to temporary 

accommodation in a building on Duranbah Beach during 
construction works, with members looking forward to moving in to 
their new home next year. 

Iconic location to have major makeover

New home unveiled for 
Marine Rescue Point Danger

F L E E T  A N D  F A C I L I T I E S

 Marine Rescue Point Danger members (left to right) Tod Sheaves, Malcolm Jeffs, Terry Gunton, Gary Ashby, Lyn McMahon and Melisa-Jane Cornish at the 
announcement of construction on their new base. Photo: Tweed Shire Council

A view of the memorial and the new building that will house the Marine 
Rescue Point Danger unit. Photo: Tweed Shire Council
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In August, NSW Minister for Infrastructure, Minister for Cities, and 
Minister for Active Transport, Rob Stokes, dropped in to Marine 

Rescue Broken Bay to inspect progress on a new $1.22 million 
rescue base and to commission a $424,000 rescue vessel on 
behalf of Minister for Emergency Services and Resilience, and 
Minister for Flood Recovery, Steph Cooke.

The new base, on the shores of Pittwater on Sydney’s Northern 
Beaches, is being developed thanks to a contribution of $915,000 
from the State Government’s four-year investment of $37.6 million 
in Marine Rescue NSW; with the remainder of the funding from 
a $100,000 Community Partnerships Grant and a $200,000 
investment by Pittwater Council; with the 7.5 metre state of the art 
rescue vessel, Broken Bay 21, funded from the State Government’s 
ongoing investment in the modernisation of the Marine Rescue 
NSW fleet.

Minister Stokes was joined by Marine Rescue NSW Deputy 
Commissioner Alex Barrell, Marine Rescue Board Director Ken 
Edwards and Broken Bay unit members.

“I’m delighted to be here today as we inspect progress on this 
exciting new project,” Minister Stokes said.

“When complete, this tremendous new facility will mean the 
Marine Rescue Broken Bay volunteers will have an operations base 
specifically designed to support them in their work to keep watch 
over the Pittwater and Broken Bay boating community and save 
lives on the water.” 

“This new facility will be fitted with the latest marine 
communications and search and rescue technology, enhancing 
their ability to listen for distress calls from boaters in trouble and to 
respond to emergencies around the clock.”

“When coupled with a new 7.5 metre state of the art rescue 
boat, designed in conjunction with the volunteers of the Broken Bay 
Marine Rescue unit specifically for local conditions, they represent 
a major boost to the safety of boaters on Broken Bay.”

Marine Rescue Deputy Commissioner Operations, Alex Barrell, 
said that the new facility would showcase the latest generation 
of online marine radio technology, as well as a large training and 
meeting space, storage for rescue equipment, offices, amenities, 
kitchen facilities, a wet area for boat crews, and improved access 
for volunteers living with disability.

“Designed with input from our volunteers, the new rescue 
vessel boasts a drop down bow allowing it to pull up to beaches to 
rescue stranded boaters and walkers; as well as sonar, radar, a full 
Raymarine navigation suite and greater safety and protection on 
the water for its volunteer crew,” Deputy Commissioner Barrell said. 

“Marine Rescue NSW is grateful for the support of the NSW 
State Government in ensuring our volunteers have fit-for-
purpose facilities and vessels designed and equipped for modern 
emergency management – and that means greater safety for the 
Pittwater and Broken Bay boating community.”

Sod turning and vessel commissioning mark boost to local boater safety

$1.64M boost for 
Marine Rescue Broken Bay

The official party aboard Broken Bay 21. Photo: Phil Campbell
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Parliamentary Secretary for the South Coast, Shelley Hancock, 
officially welcomed Marine Rescue Jervis Bay’s $791,000 

rescue boat Jervis Bay 41 in a ceremony conducted at Huskisson in 
early July.

Ms Hancock was joined by Marine Rescue NSW Commissioner 

Stacey Tannos and Mayor of Shoalhaven City Council Amanda 
Findley to officially commission Jervis Bay 41 to the Marine Rescue 
NSW fleet. 

“Jervis Bay 41 is one of 38 new rescue vessels funded by a $37.6 
million four-year State Government investment to support the vital, 

Marine Rescue Jervis Bay boat 
commissioned

F L E E T  A N D  F A C I L I T I E S

New vessel a $791k boost to local boating safety

Jervis Bay 41 Photo: Phil Campbell
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life-saving work of Marine Rescue NSW volunteers,” Ms Hancock 
said. 

“With specialist Raymarine suite of maritime navigation 
equipment including 16 inch multifunction displays, radio direction 
finder, FLIR camera and two loud hailers, this new rescue boat has 
already proved itself to have the speed and technology to quickly 
and safely get rescue crews where they need to be when vital 
seconds count.”

“This outstanding rescue vessel is a valuable investment in the 
safety of Jervis Bay’s active local boating community and its many 
visiting boaters.”

Marine Rescue NSW Commissioner Stacey Tannos said Jervis Bay 

41 had been purpose-designed and built to meet the demanding 
local operating conditions found on Jervis Bay and out to sea, and 
would prove a reassuring presence for locals and visitors alike.

“As our Jervis Bay unit works closely with the naval base at HMAS 
Creswell, we needed a vessel that could not only quickly and safely 
respond to emergencies in the worst of weather conditions but 
also reliably support the Navy’s exercises,” Mr Tannos said. 

“Critical in the build process was working with our volunteer 
members and challenging their thinking on what a rescue boat 
should look like. The outstanding result speaks for itself.” 

Then Marine Rescue Jervis Bay Unit Commander Tony Dagger 
said the new vessel was a significant improvement over the unit’s 
former boat.

“This boat has a number of interesting features, including a 
specially designed hydraulic heavy lift platform which drops below 
the waterline to assist in disembarking passengers and loading 
heavy equipment, a carbon fibre lifting davit, deck area with a roll 
away tow line and roaming bilge pump system, and lots of storage 
for essential rescue and safety equipment.”

“The internal fit out has been carefully planned with high grade 
ergonomic seating, a stable internal workspace to lay out charts, 
and grab rails for extended search and rescue operations helping 
to reduce fatigue and enable crew members to safely operate out 
on the water for longer.” 

“The vessel’s name, the John Gallimore, is a fitting tribute to much 
respected member John Gallimore, who tragically died while on 
duty as a Radio Operator last year.”

“I’d also like to acknowledge the generous support of Veolia 
Mulwaree Trust, who have provided a grant of $25,000 towards 
the vessel.” 

The official party and members from the Marine Rescue Jervis Bay unit at the commissioning. 

Photo: Phil Campbell
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The safety of boaters on the Hunter River has received a 
boost thanks to a multi-million dollar investment by the State 

Government in Marine Rescue Newcastle.
This investment includes a $2 million grant from the Department 

of Planning and Environment – Crown Lands for a new rescue and 
radio base, and $565,000 for rescue vessel Newcastle 30.

Visiting the site of the new base at Stockton in late June, 
Parliamentary Secretary for the Hunter, Taylor Martin was joined 
by Marine Rescue NSW Deputy Commissioner Todd Andrews in 
announcing that construction would shortly commence on the 
new facility, as well as formally commissioning rescue vessel 

Newcastle 30.
“Newcastle 30 is one of 38 new rescue vessels funded by a $37.6 

million four-year State Government investment to support the vital, 

life-saving work of Marine Rescue NSW volunteers,” Mr Martin said. 
“With powerful Suzuki engines and specialist Raymarine suite 

Sod turn and commissioning put unit in the spotlight

Major investment in Marine Rescue 
Newcastle boost to boating safety

F L E E T  A N D  F A C I L I T I E S

Parliamentary Secretary for the Hunter, Taylor Martin was joined by Marine Rescue NSW Deputy Commissioner Todd Andrews in turning the first sod on the 
$2 million Newcastle base. Photo: Phil Campbell

The new base for the Newcastle unit will 
bring together, for the first time, radio 
and vessel operations

““
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Boaters on Sydney’s iconic Botany Bay are safer thanks to 
the recent arrival of a new $616,000 rescue vessel for the 

Marine Rescue Botany Port Hacking unit.
Botany Port Hacking 32 is the latest rescue vessel to roll off 

the production line at Yamba Welding and Engineering on the 
New South Wales North Coast, and has been funded from the 
State Government’s $37.6 million four-year State Government 
investment to support the life-saving work of Marine Rescue 
NSW volunteers.

The 10 metre Naiad boasts a top speed of 41 knots and is 
powered by twin 300 horsepower Suzuki engines. Offering 
improved manoeuvrability and greater volunteer comfort and 
safety, it will allow members of the Botany Port Hacking unit to 
respond faster and to search for longer.

The new rescue vessel, which boasts a specialist Raymarine 
suite of maritime navigation equipment including 16 inch 
multifunction displays, radio direction finder, FLIR camera, 
sonar and radar and lifting davit, is quickly proving its worth 
on the busy waters of Botany Bay, home to the state’s most 
popular boat ramp.

Based at Muddy Creek, a tributary of the Cooks River, the 
new rescue vessel will principally be used for operations 
on Botany Bay, and will also be available to support Marine 
Rescue activities in other parts of the Greater Sydney area. 

Safety boost for boaters on the bay

New rescue vessel 
for Sydney’s 

iconic Botany Bay

of maritime navigation equipment, this new rescue 
boat has already proved itself on the Hunter’s coastal 
waterways.

“The new base for the Newcastle unit will bring 
together, for the first time, radio and vessel operations 
and will include a training room, state of the art radio 
room, crew ready room, search and rescue room and 
garage with storage. 

“The new radio room will ensure clear and reliable 
radio communications in emergencies, with the new 
crew facilities providing volunteers with an all-weather 
space to train and from which to coordinate life-
saving emergency responses.”

Marine Rescue Deputy Commissioner Todd 
Andrews said Newcastle 30 had been purpose-
designed and built to meet local operating 
conditions.

“Newcastle’s boaters can rest a little easier 
knowing that this state of the art vessel is at the 
ready should they run into trouble,” he said. 

Marine Rescue Newcastle Unit Commander Ron Calman said the 
new vessel was a significant improvement over the unit’s former 
boat.

“The upgraded search and rescue technology on board including 
radar, sonar and FLIR night vision has improved our search 
capability, which is vital to our mission of saving lives here in the 
Hunter,” he said.

“With larger windows for better visibility, improved handling and 
manoeuvrability and greater volunteer comfort, our crews are able 
to operate more safely for longer periods and in a wider range of 
weather and sea conditions.”

“I am delighted to see construction will commence shortly on our 
new base, which when complete will ensure our members have the 
facilities that they need to undertake their mission of saving lives on 
the water.”   

An unconventional view of the new Botany Port Hacking 32 as it is carried in a sling to be launched onto the waters of the Clarence River ahead of its sea trials back in July. Photo: Yamba Welding and Engineering.

Marine Rescue Newcastle Unit Commander Ron Calman on the boat that 
proudly bears his name. Photo: Phil Campbell
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Our People

O U R  P E O P L E
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Minister for Emergency Services and Resilience and Minister 
for Flood Recovery Steph Cooke presented volunteers 

from Marine Rescue NSW with the first of 2,040 state-of-the-art 
lifejackets to be issued to each Marine Rescue NSW crew member.

Ms Cooke said the new resources have been funded by a 
$540,000 investment from the NSW Government to keep the 
Service’s volunteers safer on the water

“The last two boating seasons have been the busiest on record 
for Marine Rescue NSW, with volunteers responding to nearly 4,000 
calls for emergency help last year alone,” Ms Cooke said.

“This investment in essential safety equipment will help our 
volunteers do their job more safely in all weather conditions.”

Deputy Commissioner Alex Barrell said the new Baltic Legend 
190 lifejackets are a significant improvement over the current 
model.

“These new lifejackets have a greatly improved buoyancy of 
190 Newtons over the existing lifejackets, and also offer our crew 
members a more comfortable fit, ID pocket and high visibility in the 

water,” Deputy Commissioner Barrell said. 
“With these new lifejackets we’re ready for what promises to be 

another extremely busy time on our waterways.”
“Our members have trained hard over the winter break for the 

anticipated surge in people requiring assistance, the boating public 
can do their part by ensuring their vessel is in good condition, they 
have the right safety equipment and have planned their day on the 

water before heading out.”
The lifejackets will be rolled out to all Marine Rescue NSW crew 

members over a 12 month period with annual servicing and 
maintenance carried out by a dedicated staff member located at 
Marine Rescue NSW Headquarters.

State-of-the-art lifejackets to keep crews safer

$540,000 investment in 
volunteer safety

O U R  P E O P L E

Minister for Emergency Services and Resilience and Minister for Flood Recovery Steph Cooke presenting Marine Rescue NSW members with the first of 
2,040 state-of-the-art lifejackets for Marine Rescue NSW crew. Photo: Esther Stewart

These new lifejackets have a greatly 
improved buoyancy of 190 Newtons 

over the existing lifejackets

““
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Three Marine Rescue NSW volunteers were announced as 
recipients of the Emergency Services Medal (ESM) in this year’s 

Queen’s Birthday Honours List. 
The Emergency Services Medal was first awarded in 1999, 

and recognises distinguished service by members of emergency 
services across Australia and people who are involved in 
emergency management, training or education.

The three members honoured were Greg Davies from the 
Marine Rescue Port Macquarie unit, Caron Parfitt from the Marine 
Rescue Bermagui unit, and Jim Wright from the Marine Rescue Lake 
Macquarie unit.

Marine Rescue Commissioner Stacey Tannos said that receiving 
an ESM is always a great honour, no more so than this year when 
Her Majesty celebrated her Platinum Jubilee. 

“On behalf of Marine Rescue NSW, I congratulate our three 
award recipients on the announcement of this most distinguished 
honour, and thank them for their dedicated and selfless service to 
their unit, to Marine Rescue NSW, and to their local community,” 
Commissioner Tannos said.

“Each of these members has made a significant contribution to 
their unit over an extended period of time, and the example that 
they set is one all members can be proud of.” 

Gregory (Greg) Davies – Marine Rescue Port Macquarie
Mr Gregory Davies has given meritorious service to the New 
South Wales community as a volunteer member of Marine Rescue 
Port Macquarie for more than nine years. His professionalism, 
commitment and skill have directly contributed to the safety of the 

boating public on the waterways of Port Macquarie and the Mid 
North Coast of New South Wales. 

 Following 26 years in the Australian Defence Force, Mr Davies 
embraced the service within Marine Rescue NSW attaining Ratings 
as Watch Officer, Leading Crew and Rescue Water Craft Operator. 
He has undertaken a variety of roles including Training Officer, 
Assessor, Workplace Health and Safety Officer, Trainer, Deputy 
Unit Commander and in 2017 became the Marine Rescue Port 
Macquarie Unit Commander. 

As Unit Commander, Mr Davies has displayed strong leadership 
and people skills, a commitment to supporting his fellow 
volunteers, and the ability to set goals and manage multiple 
tasks. He has undertaken this role with drive and enthusiasm and 
continues to serve with distinction. 

Under his leadership, the Port Macquarie Unit continues to go 
from strength to strength, in operational capability, growth and 
volunteer development and training, and community engagement. 
Mr Davies has displayed innovative, forward-thinking leadership 
which is complemented by an ever-present commitment to the 
welfare and effectiveness of his team and the wider community. 

Of note are Mr Davies’ efforts in steering the unit through 
operational and non-operational challenges including his leadership 
and on the ground involvement during the 2019 bushfires, 2021 
floods and COVID pandemic. 

In addition to his leadership attributes, Mr Davies has recorded 
hundreds of hours of sea time encompassing search and rescue 
operations within enclosed waters and offshore. These operations 
vary in terms of seriousness and complexity and range from routine 

Member excellence acknowledged in Queen’s Platinum Jubilee year

Three Marine Rescue NSW volunteers in 
Queen’s Birthday Honours List

O U R  P E O P L E

Caron Parfitt
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breakdowns, to life threatening situations. On many 
occasions, he has put himself in harm’s way to ensure the 
safety and wellbeing of the boating community.

Caron  Parfitt – Marine Rescue Bermagui
Ms Caron Parfitt has given meritorious service to the New South 
Wales community as a volunteer member of Marine Rescue 
Bermagui since 2013. 

With her strong background in boating and offshore sailing, she 
has enthusiastically developed her knowledge and skills to become, 
at the time, the first female Marine Rescue NSW Coxswain, enabling 
her to master the unit’s rescue vessel.

Her commitment and enthusiasm for Marine Rescue NSW led 
her to undertake various executive and leadership positions within 
the unit, including Deputy Unit Commander, and in 2018 she was 
appointed as Marine Rescue Bermagui Unit Commander. 

Throughout her service, Ms Parfitt has been held in the highest 
regard by the members of the unit and the boating community. 
She has an enduring commitment to the mission of Marine Rescue 
NSW but also, just as importantly, to the safety, welfare and support 
of her fellow volunteers.

As one of our few female Marine Rescue NSW Coxswains, Ms 
Parfitt has recorded hundreds of hours of sea time and is a skilled 
and respected rescue vessel master who makes herself available 
around the clock to respond to emergencies on the water, 
personally conducting numerous rescue missions, often in dark 
and dangerous conditions, to return those in trouble safely to their 
families and friends. 

Ms Parfitt is a key stakeholder and advocate in the local 
Bermagui community and engages with the wider community at 
all levels. During the 2019-20 bushfire emergency, she was tasked 
to be in operational readiness to assist on water evacuations and 
she liaised with the local Surf Club during the evacuation process, 
before finally being evacuated herself. 

As an operational Marine Rescue NSW Coxswain and Unit 

Commander, Ms Parfitt is a role model for all other current and 
future female volunteers and leaders with Marine Rescue NSW 
and consistently displays dedication, commitment and a loyalty to 
saving lives on the water.

James (Jim) Wright – Marine Rescue Lake Macquarie
Mr James Wright has given meritorious service to the New South 
Wales community as a volunteer member of Marine Rescue Lake 
Macquarie Unit for more than 13 years with his professionalism, 
commitment and skill directly contributing to the safety of the 
boating public on the waterways of the Lake Macquarie region. 

In 2010, Mr Wright presided over the merger of the former 
Australian Volunteer Coast Guard base at Swansea Heads and 
the former Royal Volunteer Coastal Patrol base at Pelican, at the 
inception of Marine Rescue NSW in 2010. He was Unit Commander 
from 2010 to 2012 and again from 2014 to 2016. 

Mr Wright continues to dedicate time to Marine Rescue NSW 
both as a Coxswain and as a Boat Officer, ensuring that the unit’s 
rescue vessels are maintained to the highest possible standard of 
operational readiness. 

 Marine Rescue Lake Macquarie watches over a marine area 
larger than Sydney Harbour, and conducts more assists than any 
other Marine Rescue NSW unit, with Mr Wright frequently at the 
helm of the unit’s rescue vessels.

Mr Wright served on the Marine Rescue NSW Board as a Regional 
Director from 2017 until he recently resigned to focus on duties 
as the unit’s new Unit Commander. As a Board member Mr Wright 
provided valuable advice and governance to the broader Marine 
Rescue NSW organisation. 

During his extensive service with Marine Rescue NSW, Mr Wright 
has demonstrated a distinguished and exemplary commitment 
to public service and to the Marine Rescue NSW mission of saving 
lives on the water. 

Gregory (Greg) Davies

James (Jim) Wright
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Marine Rescue Sussex Inlet Unit Commander Karen Lowry has 
been awarded Shoalhaven Emergency Services Officer of the 

Year at the Shoalhaven Emergency Services Community Awards.
The awards were held at the Shoalhaven Heads Bowling Club, 

and were coordinated by Shoalhaven Rotary.
On receipt of her award, Ms. Lowry said, “We’re a great team at 

Sussex and this is for the team, it’s not for me. They are just a great 
bunch of people.”

Ms Lowry went on to represent Marine Rescue NSW at the 
Rotary Emergency Services Community Awards final in Sydney in 
August where she receive the Marine Rescue NSW Volunteer of the 
Year award.

Back in 1975, Ian Baker was thinking of buying a boat, but not 
knowing a great deal about boating, he thought he’d join the 

local Australian Volunteer Coast Guard and learn a few pointers.
Forty seven years later Ian is still volunteering his time to help 

boaters in trouble, has achieved the rating of Coxswain, and as 
a member of the Marine Rescue Botany Port Hacking unit is a 
veteran of over 400 rescues.

Ian’s dedication to boating safety and the local boating 
community recently saw him presented with the prestigious NSW 
Maritime Medal by Member for Willoughby, Tim James, who was 
representing the Minister for Transport David Elliott, at the Sydney 
International Boat Show.

The medal is awarded by Transport for NSW every two years to 
a person or group demonstrating outstanding and sustained effort 
that promotes safety for the boating and/or maritime community 
of NSW. The award recognises Ian’s long service to the boating 
community including running public boat licencing and radio 
courses, his work training his fellow volunteers, and his many hours 
on the water as skipper helping boaters in need.

So what boat did Ian eventually buy? None, actually! 
In Ian’s words, “I got my saltwater fix by using everyone else’s!”

Team effort sees award go to Sussex Inlet

Maritime Medal honours dedicated service

Sussex Inlet Unit Commander named 
Shoalhaven’s best

Botany Port Hacking member wins 
prestigious award

Award winner Karen Lowry with Regional Director Keven Marshall and 
Deputy Commissioner Todd Andrews at the Shoalhaven awards. 
Photo: Mike Hammond
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Member for Willoughby, Tim James with Ian Baker at the presentation of 
his award at the Sydney International Boat Show. 
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Marine Rescue volunteer Chris Allen is a 
bona fide legend. Over the past fifty years 

he’s helped save over 1,000 lives – and all 
without heading out on the water.
Chris, who volunteers as a Radio Operator at 
the Marine Rescue Sydney unit and as a crew 
member at Marine Rescue Middle Harbour, is 
a blood donor - and over the past five decades 
has made an extraordinary 335 donations.
With each donation potentially saving three 
lives, that’s just over 1,000 people who owe 
their lives to Chris’ generosity.
Chris first started donating whole blood back 
in the 1970s, changing to plasma and platelets 
around the year 2000. That change enabled 

Chris to really ramp up his donations, as 
blood donors can only donate once every 
12 weeks, while as a plasma donor Chris is 
able to donate every two weeks.
A well-known face at the Sydney Donor 
Centre, Chris has graced the ‘donor 
legends’ board for his efforts. 
“I’m quite committed to it,” said Chris, 
“but it’s getting harder now, and I might 
need to wrap it up once I reach 350.”
While few of us will ever match Chris’ 
extraordinary effort, we can still make 
a difference and save lives by donating 
blood, plasma and platelets at our local 
donor centre or mobile blood bank.

Once again, Marine Rescue NSW members have shown their 
commitment to serving their communities, rolling up their 

sleeves for the annual Red Cross Lifeblood Emergency Services 
Blood Challenge.  

The challenge occurs each winter at a time when blood supplies 
are critically low, with the winter flu season stopping many regular 
donors from giving blood.

On 1 June, Deputy Commissioner Alex Barrell was joined by Fleet 
Manager Kelvin Parkin and volunteer Chris Allen at the launch of the 
campaign at the Sydney Donor Centre, with Mr Parkin making the 
first blood donation on behalf of Marine Rescue NSW.

Over the next three months, scores of volunteers attended their 
local or mobile donor centres, leading to a total of 76 donations of 
whole blood, plasma and platelets, and saving 249 lives by the time 
the campaign wrapped up at the end of August.

Deputy Commissioner Alex Barrell thanked those members who 
donated.

“While our members might be better known for saving lives on 
the water, they are just as adept at saving lives off it too.” 

“I’m proud of those members who helped save lives by donating, 
and I look forward to an even greater effort next year.” 

Sydney member a bleeding legend

Saving lives without going on the water

Marine Rescue volunteer 
saves 1,000 lives

Members roll up sleeves for winter 
blood drive 

Kelvin Parkin makes the first donation on behalf of Marine Rescue NSW. 
Photo: Phil Campbell. 

Donor legend Chris Allen  Photo: Phil Campbell
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to the stage as Master of Ceremonies, keeping the audience 
engaged, and entertained, over the two days. 

Guest speaker, and one of Australia’s leading survival instructors, 
Mike House led participants through an in-depth session on 
building resilience and teamwork, within themselves and their 
teams. On day two of the event, guest speaker Steven Asnicar, 
Diversity Australia Director, delivered a detailed, data informed 
session covering diversity in a new world.

Attendees were also fortunate to hear from three of Marine 
Rescue NSW’s own volunteer leaders, Karen Lowry, Unit 
Commander Marine Rescue Sussex Inlet, Greg Davies Unit 
Commander Marine Rescue Port Macquarie and Jimmy Arteaga, 
Unit Commander Marine Rescue Broken Bay, who each shared 
their own story on how they’ve turned their units around, increased 
membership and improved engagement. 

Marine Rescue NSW volunteers and staff gained insight and value 
from the skills and knowledge shared by our guest speakers and 
peers that will assist them to not only manage their teams but also 
inspire them to succeed.

After a two year absence because of COVID, the Marine Rescue 
NSW Leadership Conference returned to the Marine Rescue 

NSW calendar. 
Held at the Bankstown Sports Club on September 21-22, the 

2022 Leadership Conference brought together over 100 of the 

Service’s volunteer and staff leaders from across the state, and 
provided attendees with the opportunity to grow their leadership 
skills and develop a greater understanding of how their role, and 
the role of their teams, plays a part in realising the Marine Rescue 
NSW mission of saving lives on the water

The event commenced with a Welcome to Country from Uncle 
Malcolm Maccoll, Ambassador for Gandangara Local Aboriginal 
Land Council Liverpool. Australian actor Rob Carlton then took 

Leadership conference a forum for learning and innovation

Developing our leaders

100 of the service’s volunteer and staff leaders came together for the 2022 Leadership Conference at Bankstown Sports Club. Photo: Brad Whittaker.
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Both volunteers and staff gained insight 
and value from the skills and knowledge 
shared by our guest speakers

““
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It was a unique family moment for the Parkinson family of mum 
Leonie, daughter Julie, and son Chris, as each received the 

National Medal for 15 years of dedicated service to the community. 
Starting out within a week of each other in January 2007 at the 

then Coastal Patrol, the trio all trained to undertake radio duties, 
before transitioning into Marine Rescue Trial Bay when the various 
marine emergency services amalgamated in 2010. 

For Chris, one of his strongest memories was being on one of 
his first shifts as a Radio Operator when a tsunami warning was 
issued, with boats radioing in asking for instructions. Fortunately, 
the warning was quickly cancelled.

Julie remembers being on shift as Radio Operator and needing 
to talk to the pilot of a rescue helicopter, and being so excited that 
after her shift she ran all the way home to tell her father. 

In addition to doing radio duties, over the years mum Leonie has 
been a great supporter of the Trial Bay Marathon and Triathlon, 
giving out medals, fruit and drinks at the finish line. 

She’s now handed over the reins to Deputy Unit Commander 
Loraine Rider, who appropriately, is supported by Julie and Chris. 

All three have seen plenty of changes over the years, particularly 
in the improvements in radio technology from the old analogue to 
more modern internet radios.

Presenting the medals to Leonie, Julie and Chris, were Marine 
Rescue NSW Deputy Commissioner Alex Barrell, Regional Director 
Ray Mazurek and Zone Commander North Malcolm Jeffs. 

Parkinson family notch up 45 years of service

Awards a family affair at Trial Bay

each received the National Medal for 15 
years of service to the community

““ Marine Electronics
Thermal Imaging

Communication Systems
Hydraulics

With over 40 years of experience, Barrenjoey
Marine Electrics offers state wide technical support
for all electrical and electronic systems onboard.

Get in touch today
DEFENCE - COMMERCIAL - MARINE RESCUE - RECREATIONAL

The Parkinson family (centre) after receiving their awards.
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Since 2009, the Rotary District of NSW Emergency Services 
Community Awards (RESCA) have recognised the dedicated 

service of outstanding emergency services personnel, both 
volunteer and paid, stationed within New South Wales.

The awards honour members from Marine Rescue NSW as well 
as Fire and Rescue NSW, Surf Life Saving NSW, Volunteer Rescue 
Association, NSW Ambulance Service, NSW Rural Fire Service and 
the NSW State Emergency Service.

After the past two award ceremonies were affected by COVID 
restrictions, this year’s glittering awards’ ceremony returned to 
Sydney, with all nominees again together. 

Marine Rescue NSW were represented by five volunteers – Karen 
Lowry from Marine Rescue Sussex Inlet, David Mills and Grant 
Morehouse from Marine Rescue Port Jackson, Bernard Ryan from 
Marine Rescue Merimbula (who was unable to attend in person 
and represented by Deputy Commissioner Todd Andrews), and 
Anderson Cameron Brown from Marine Rescue Port Macquarie.

Also attending the awards ceremony from Marine Rescue NSW 
were Deputy Commissioners Alex Barrell and Todd Andrews, 
Marine Rescue NSW Directors Glenn Felkin ESM, Keven Marshall 
ESM, Jim Wright ESM and Ray Mazurek; Zone Commander Central 

Darren Schott and Zone Duty Operations Manager Courtney 
Greenslade, as well as volunteers from the unit’s represented and 
family of the nominees.

While the award for Volunteer of the Year when to Tracey Provest 
from the NSW State Emergency Service, Karen Lowry picked up 
the award for Marine Rescue Volunteer of the Year, with Anderson 
Cameron Brown runner up for the Dot Hennessey Scholarship.

Karen Lowry: Marine Rescue Sussex Inlet Unit Commander
Joining the service in 2018, Karen has devoted herself to 
building up her unit, fundraising and inter-unit and inter-agency 
collaboration, and to jointly running the Sussex Inlet Radio Club 
for local boaters. In the space of 18 months, Karen has turned the 
membership of the unit from 15 to nearly 50, boosting the ability 
of the unit to respond to emergencies and making it a key player 
in community activities such as Australia Day, the Vikings Festival, 
International Women’s Day and ANZAC Day.

David Mills: Marine Rescue Port Jackson Training Officer, 
Coxswain and Duty Officer
Like most organisations in a digital age, Marine Rescue Port 

Praise for Marine Rescue NSW nominees

RESCA Awards honour State’s top 
rescue volunteers

O U R  P E O P L E

Nominees Karen Lowry, David Mills, Deputy Commissioner Todd Andrews on behalf of Bernard Ryan, Grant Morehouse with District Governor Janice Hall 
(centre) and Ron Browne, Chair, RESCA Awards (left). Photo: Rotary Districts of NSW.
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Karen Lowry (centre) receives her award for Marine Rescue NSW Volunteer of the Year from District Governor Janice Hall and Resilience NSW 
Commissioner Shane Fitzsimmons AO AFSM. Photo: Rotary Districts of NSW. 

Jackson needed to be modernised, with David enthusiastically 
setting about updating its records-keeping and other processes, 
a diligence that has extended to his training responsibilities where 
he teaches First Aid. David’s enthusiasm has extended to his crew 
duties, achieving the senior position of Coxswain in under two 
years, a feat that normally takes three to five. In his spare time 
David keeps snakes and plays a key role in the Sydney Mardi Gras.

Grant Morehouse: Marine Rescue Port Jackson Leading Crew
A member of Marine Rescue Port Jackson for three years, Grant’s 
enthusiastic attitude quickly saw him take up a leadership role in 
the unit. Grant’s skills as an electrician have also proved extremely 
valuable, ensuring the unit’s vessels are always in great shape.

Hard-working and well-liked, getting in early and staying 
late, Grant is the leader of choice for other members wanting 
training and has been earmarked for a greater leadership role, 
recently representing his unit at a Regional Volunteer Leadership 
Development Program.

Bernard Ryan: Marine Rescue Merimbula Administration Officer
Happy is the volunteer organisation where a member can transfer 
his or her professional skills. Such is the case of Bernard Ryan, 
who joined Marine Rescue NSW at Merimbula on the South 
Coast in 2017, while running a successful IT business. Bernard 
has performed pivotal roles in administration, training, IT support, 
radio operation and as a coxswain. It is not uncommon for him 
to undertake a radio shift while training a volunteer, providing IT 
support to another and conduct an assessment before going out 

to sea as skipper for a rescue. Bernard, known also for his sense of 
humour, is also well known through his participation in the Tathra 
Chamber of Commerce.

Anderson Cameron Brown: Marine Rescue Port Macquarie Crew 
Member 
After Anderson Cameron Brown saw what his mother Alison was 
up to at the Marine Rescue Port Macquarie unit, he decided to join 
too, at the tender age of 16. A volunteer for just over three years, 
Anderson has already obtained his Crew and Rescue Water Craft 
qualifications and is now studying for his Leading Crew rating. 

Anderson Cameron Brown receives a trophy as finalist for the 

Dot Hennessey Award from District Governor Janice Hall. 

Photo: Rotary Districts of NSW.
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Training
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A rainbow provides a colourful backdrop to Marine Rescue NSW boats gathered for the start of the SAREX. Photo: Phil Campbell

In late July Marine Rescue NSW specialists from Sydney and the 
Central Coast took to the chilly waters around Broken Bay to 

search for ‘survivors’ missing at sea as part of a major marine 
capability exercise.

The search was the focus of a two-day regional Search and 
Rescue Exercise (SAREX) designed to test agencies’ marine search 
and rescue practices and coordination.

Minister for Emergency Services and Resilience and Minister 
for Flood Recovery, Steph Cooke, said that the exercise was 
the largest of three held across the state over winter to test the 
readiness of marine rescue agencies ahead of the busy summer 
boating season.

“Over the past 12 months, Marine Rescue NSW volunteers 
responded to 3,905 calls for emergency assistance, the second 
highest on record despite the wettest start to a year on record,” 
Minister Cooke said. 

“These exercises hone vital marine search and rescue skills 
and cooperation between agencies to ensure during such 
emergencies, everyone is able to respond as quickly and safely as 
possible,” Minister Cooke said.

“Tragically over the past year 14 boaters and paddlers have lost 
their lives, and I urge everyone heading out on the water to do their 
bit by always wearing a lifejacket, and Logging On with their local 
Marine Rescue base.” 

Marine Rescue NSW Deputy Commissioner Alex Barrell said 
volunteers from eight Marine Rescue NSW units were among more 
than 115 specialists who took part in the second of the 2022 
SAREX series. 

“Over the weekend of July 23-24, members of the Central Coast, 

Hawkesbury, Cottage Point, Broken Bay, Sydney, Port Jackson, 
Middle Harbour and Botany Port Hacking Marine Rescue NSW units 
were joined by personnel from the NSW Police Force Marine Area 
Command, Australian Maritime Safety Authority, Westpac Lifesaver 
Rescue Helicopter and Surf Life Saving NSW.”

“The weekend’s event was a major component of our ongoing 
professional training program for our highly skilled boat crew and 
radio operators, in the state’s busiest boating region.”

“Our volunteers are trained to the highest standards for their 
roles and the on-water experience they gained from this exercise 
will keep them rescue-ready around the clock.”

The search exercise was based on a scenario involving a search 
for multiple victims after a recreational fishing boat had been 

reported missing off the coast at Broken Bay, with volunteers from 
all eight units also undertaking incident management exercises 
onshore as well as presentations by the attending emergency 
services.

The exercise also featured across Australia on the Sunday 
Channel Nine news bulletin, providing welcome publicity for the 
often unseen efforts of Marine Rescue NSW members. 

Damp skies fail to dampen successful day on the water

Exercise challenges crews in multi-
agency marine rescue test 

Members thoughtfully consider a new twist in an unfolding scenario in the Search and Rescue Desktop Exercise. Photo: Phil Campbell

These exercises hone vital marine 
search and rescue skills... to ensure 
everyone is able to respond as quickly 
and safely as possible

““
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In early June at the start of the annual whale migration season, 
members of Marine Rescue Cottage Point and Marine Rescue 

Broken Bay units joined with members of the National Parks and 
Wildlife Service (NPWS) Whale Disentanglement Team in a training 
exercise on Sydney’s Pittwater. 

Also in attendance were members of the Elvina Bay Rural Fire 
Service and Gamay Rangers from La Perouse, who care for Country 
located on Gamay (Botany Bay) and undertake natural and cultural 
resource management activities including patrolling the waters of 

In late June at the peak of the northward whale migration, 
Marine Rescue Camden Haven rescue vessel Camden Haven 30 

assisted the National Parks and Wildlife Service as they sought to 
disentangle a whale from ropes that had become wrapped around 
it.

During the operation, Camden Haven 30 acted as the support 
vessel for the National Parks and Wildlife Service inflatable, which 
was able to get in close to the distressed whale to cut the ropes 
binding it. 

Overhead, a drone worked at a fairly high altitude to avoid risking 
rescuer and vessel safety, and provided a record of the rescuers’ 
activities, particularly the nature of the tangle from the air.

While the drone pilot flew his drone below the normal 100 metre 
legal approach limit for drones approaching marine mammals, it 
was under an authority from the National Parks and Wildlife Service, 
supplying images to assist in real time rescue operations for crew 
safety and operational planning. Boaters are reminded that while 
they are out whale watching they are required to keep drones 
beyond the 100 metre limit.

Botany Bay and marine mammal awareness and protection work, 
particularly whales.

Marine Rescue NSW has a Memorandum of Understanding 
(MOU) with the NPWS that sees our members undertake joint 
training with the service’s Whale Disentanglement Team and to 
support them during rescues, with most years seeing several 
instances where our members provide assistance.

During the exercise, Broken Bay 30 slowly towed a mock whale 
tail snared in fishing debris, while the NPWS team attempted to 
disentangle the moving ‘whale’, with Cottage Point 30 standing by as 
the ‘parent vessel’ for the NPWS team.

Greater Sydney Zone Duty Operations Manager Courtney 
Greenslade said the training was a great way for members to get 
used to working with whales in a controlled environment.

“Each year during annual whale migration, several of the passing 
parade of whales get entangled in netting or fishing debris with our 
members called out to help, “she said.

“This exercise supports our signed MOU with NPWS, and gives 
our volunteers a great opportunity to collaboratively train for a real-
time event at the commencement of the whale migration season.”

Training readies members for super-sized rescues

Marine Rescue Camden Haven play key role in disentanglement 

Volunteers have a whale of a time in 
training exercise

Whale skills put to the test

It’s all smiles after a successful exercise. Photo: Courtney Greenslade

Marine Rescue NSW vessel Camden Haven 30 with the National Parks 
and Wildlife Service whale disentanglement team. Photo: Craig Worth.

T R A I N I N G
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A Rescue Water Craft training day on the Hawkesbury River 
has helped boost the ability of Marine Rescue NSW to better 

respond to boating emergencies, with ten trainees hitting the 
river’s chilly waters in early August.

Marine Rescue NSW Zone Training Manager Central, Jane Shirriff, 
said that Rescue Water Craft, also known as Jet Skis, were an 
increasingly important rescue asset for Marine Rescue volunteers.

“Rescue Water Craft have several advantages over our larger 
vessels,” Ms Shirriff said.

“They are able to respond more quickly in an emergency, can 
get in closer to the shoreline, and are able to access shallow areas 
inaccessible to our larger rescue craft.” 

“Two Rescue Water Craft are based at Marine Rescue Central 
Coast, and are able to be quickly deployed to coastal areas of the 
Central Coast, Brisbane Water or the Hawkesbury River to provide 
vital rescue support.”

“The training will ensure that no matter where there’s an 

emergency on the Hawkesbury River, we’ll have trained operators 
ready to head out and support our larger vessels.” 

The training day saw five Rescue Water Craft used, with 
members from Marine Rescue Cottage Point, Marine Rescue 
Hawkesbury, Marine Rescue Broken Bay and Marine Rescue Central 
Coast participating.

Another training day, with a total of seven Rescue Water Craft, 
was held on 27 August, helping to further boost the Service’s 
capability in time for the start of the summer boating season.

Rescue Water Craft put through their paces

Training day boosts Marine Rescue NSW 
capability on the Hawkesbury

Marine Rescue Central Coast 11 is launched ready to start its day on the water. Photo: Jane Shirriff

The training will ensure that no matter 
where there’s an emergency, we’ll have 
trained operators ready to head out and 
support our larger vessels.

““



38 MARINE RESCUE NSW | Soundings

The last weekend in August saw Marine Rescue NSW specialists 
from the Mid North Coast taking to the water off Port 

Macquarie to search for a fishing boat missing at sea as part of a 
major capability exercise.

The search was the highlight of a two-day regional Search and 
Rescue Exercise (SAREX) designed to test marine agencies’ search 
and rescue practices and coordination, with over 60 volunteers 
from Marine Rescue Port Macquarie, Woolgoolga, Coffs Harbour, 
Nambucca, Crowdy Harrington, Camden Haven and Forster 
Tuncurry taking part.

In addition to the Marine Rescue NSW volunteers, representatives 
from NSW Police Marine Area Command and Surf Lifesaving NSW 

also took part.
Minister for Emergency Services and Resilience and Minister 

for Flood Recovery, Steph Cooke, said the exercise was a major 
component of the emergency services’ ongoing professional 
training program, playing a vital role in honing their search and 
rescue skills.

“Our emergency services personnel are trained to the highest 
standards for their roles, and the on-water experience they gain 
from these exercises helps keep them rescue-ready around the 
clock in one of busiest boating areas in the state,” Minister Cooke 
said.

Member for Port Macquarie, Leslie Williams, said that the 

Rescue crews gather 
for exercise at Port Macquarie

T R A I N I N G

Exercise tests Mid North Coast members

Nambucca 21 participating in the exercise. Photo: Esther Stewart.
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attended the exercise, said it was designed to test not only 
participants’ skills, but also their coordination with other agencies.

“In addition to seven rescue vessels and four Jet Skis in the 
on-water component of the exercise, volunteers from all seven 
units undertook incident management exercises on shore that 
further tested their skills and capability, as well as participating in 
presentations by partner agencies designed to enhance inter-
agency understanding and cooperation.”

“Boaters on the Mid North Coast can be confident that in an 
emergency, those coming to their aid are skilled and well-practiced 
professionals thanks to these exercises and rigorous on-going 
training,” Deputy Commissioner Barrell added. 

The exercise also tested the skills of the region’s Rescue Water Craft operators. 

 Photo: Esther Stewart. 

Member for Port Macquarie Leslie Williams with Deputy Commissioner Alex Barrell and representatives from Marine Rescue NSW and NSW Police Force Marine Area Command.  Photo: Esther Stewart.

the exercise was a major component 
of the emergency services’ ongoing 
professional training program

““

exercise was an important boost to local boating 
safety.

“Our beautiful waterways are a magnet for local 
and visiting boaters alike, however, sometimes 
an enjoyable day on the water ends with a call for 
help, with last year Marine Rescue NSW units on 
the Mid North Coast undertaking 201 rescues, 124 of those in life-
endangering situations.” 

‘This exercise has helped ensure our local Marine Rescue 
NSW volunteers have the skills they need to help keep our local 
waterways safer.”

Marine Rescue NSW Deputy Commissioner Alex Barrell, who 
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The start of August saw Marine Rescue Ulladulla and the Milton 
Rural Fire Service Brigade hold a joint exercise on Burrill Lake, 

providing the opportunity for both organisations to validate joint 
procedures and communications. 

The exercise scenario involved a bushfire in a remote location 
only accessible from the lake, with the firefighters and their 
equipment taken on board Marine Rescue Ulladulla 10 to access the 
scene. 

During the exercise, the Milton Rural Fire Service volunteers 
practiced running a fire pump from the limited space in the Marine 

Over the June long weekend, volunteers from the Marine 
Rescue Sussex Inlet unit conducted a two day Rescue Water 

Craft (Jet Ski) training course.
This was the first training activity with Rescue Water Craft X13 

and X14, two new Rescue Water Craft that will support training 
activities and rescue operations across the state into the future.

The training provided a timely boost for the rescue skills of 
the Sussex Inlet unit members, helping to ensure they are better 
prepared than ever to help in the case of an emergency, with 
participants praising the course's mix of practical on-water 
activities and off water discussion.

Joining the volunteer members on the course were Zone Duty 
Operations Commander Stuart Massey, Manager Capability Craig 
Lunn, and Manager Training and Education Brad Whittaker.

Rescue NSW vessel.
A similar exercise was undertaken last December by Marine 

Rescue Tuross Moruya with the local Tuross Head Rural Fire 
Brigade, with that exercise proving highly successful in building 
inter-agency understanding and collaboration.

With many of the South Coast’s coastal lakes difficult to fully 
access by road, the partnership between local Marine Rescue units 
and their Rural Fire Service brigade counterparts will greatly help 
firefighters access spot fires and bushfires more quickly. 

Exercise sees Marine Rescue NSW and RFS partner in future emergencies

Training weekend sharpens critical RWC skills

Working together

Rescue Water Craft training weekend

Trainees work to launch a Rescue Water Craft. Photo: Brad Whittaker. 

Members of the Milton Rural Fire Service practice firefighting on Burrill Lake with Marine Rescue Ulladulla members Rod Macgregor and Jan Borgelt. 
Photo: Jim Vouden. 
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General Manager Training and Capability, Chris Butler, has 
retired after eight years of dedicated service.

Before joining Marine Rescue NSW, Chris worked for Qantas 
as their Executive Manager for Quality, where he managed the 
Registered Training Organisation and the roll out of leadership 
training. Chris also enjoyed the perk of cheap flights, including a 
First Class trip to Europe!

With retrenchment from Qantas imminent, Chris was 
approached by the then Deputy Commissioner of Marine Rescue 
NSW to see if he was interested in taking on the management of 
the Service’s training program.  

Says Chris, “During the initial and subsequent meetings 
regarding the job something whetted my appetite. It could have 
been I’d be working in an area where I grew up and used to race 
catamarans off Hungry Point with my family, paddle canoes off 
Maianbar, and water ski from Grays Point to Lilli Pilli.”  

“Another attraction was that I would be creating training 
resources from scratch. Then there was the excitement of being 
part of an emergency service dedicated to saving lives on the 
water.”  

Qantas’ loss was Marine Rescue NSW’s gain, and Chris 
soon was busy managing the development of the training and 

assessment resources now used across the service. These 
resources were developed after considerable collaboration 
with the volunteer membership, and were finalists in the NSW 
Education Department NSW Training Awards, an achievement that 
Chris is justifiably very proud of. 

Another change implemented by Chris was the streamlining 
of the training and assessing process and the removal of a lot of 
duplication, making it much easier to train and assess members. 

Reflecting on his time with Marine Rescue NSW, Chris recalled 
that there were lots of great achievements – and the occasional 
blooper!

“Not long after I started,” said Chris, “we had a professional 

upgrade of first aid units of competency. I volunteered for 
moulage and donned my protective purple suit with hood, leading 
to claims I looked like Tinky Winky the Telly Tubby – that later 
led to a special email address being created for me - tinky.winky@
mrnsw.com.au!” 

“After the moulage exercise was over, the trainer accidentally 
cut me removing my fake wounds, giving me a real one! 
Unfortunately, the only bandage available was a crepe one, which 
once applied looked far worse than it was. I was then urgently 
summoned to the Commissioner’s office to help with something, 
and the worried looks as I came into the room were priceless!”

While Chris might be an award winning trainer, his skills on the 
microphone are definitely not going to win him any awards. 

Chris recalls vividly the occasion he was Master of 
Ceremonies at a Marine Rescue NSW Leadership Conference.  

“The first time I was MC, every time I was to say 
Commissioner Stacey Tannos’ name I called him Tracey. The 
last time I called him Tracey, he replied thanks Christine!”  

For Chris, retirement will bring travel and new challenges, 
and appropriately given his time with Marine Rescue NSW, 
Chris intends to cruise on the Danube and Nile Rivers, and take 
a ferry ride from Port Adelaide to Kangaroo Island, as well as 
some travelling around Australia.

An urban farmer, Chris, with the help of his faithful Kelpie 
cross, also intends to tend to his flock of chickens, and his 
vegetable and herb garden. He also intends to spend more 
time with his three grandchildren and to recruit them to help 
on his ‘farm’. 

From trainer to farmer

Retirement of General Manager 
Training and Capability

T H E  C H A N D L E R Y

Chris Butler. Photo: Phil Campbell.

there was the excitement of being part 
of an emergency service dedicated to 
saving lives on the water.

““
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The Wandering Minds walk is a 5,000 kilometre one-
woman trek along the east coast of Australia by young 

endurance walker Bailey Seamer, with Bailey hoping her trek 
will spark conversations around mental health awareness 
and raise funds for the Black Dog Institute and their ongoing 
commitment to mental health research, resources, and 
services. 

Bailey reached a seemingly impenetrable barrier in late July 
when she reached the mouth of the mighty Shoalhaven River. 

Fortunately Shoalhaven 30’s friendly crew of skipper Paul 
Poulson, Fred Burley and Susan Moore were on hand to carry 
her across the river from Crookhaven Heads to Shoalhaven 
Heads so she could continue her journey. 

and its services, to promote boating safety and to encourage 
volunteering. 

Charity walker gets a helping hand

After a two year absence due to COVID, the Sydney International 
Boat Show made a welcome return to Darling Harbour in 

August, with exhibitors located in the International Convention 
Centre and vessels on display in the marina on Cockle Bay. 

As part of the Service’s commitment to boating safety, Marine 
Rescue NSW attended with an exhibit in the ‘safety zone’ with other 
boating safety focused organisations, and a rescue vessel moored 
in the marina. 

In the upper exhibition hall, a colourful and informative display 
was staffed by volunteers from Marine Rescue Cottage Point, 
Hawkesbury, Sydney, Middle Harbour, Port Jackson, Botany Port 
Hacking and Port Kembla, as well as several members of staff.

Video presentations provided visitors with an overview of the 
Service and features of the Marine Rescue app, with information on 
boating safety and volunteering proving popular. 

A competition with a prize pack of boating safety items attracted 
plenty of interest, and regular presentations were made on the 
Marine Rescue app at the presentation area in the lower hall.

On Cockle Bay, members of Marine Rescue Jervis Bay chatted 
to the crowds as they inspected the many boats on display, and 
provided tours of the service’s second biggest rescue boat. 

The show was a successful way to reach both experienced and 
want-to-be boaters, to raise awareness of Marine Rescue NSW 

Engaging display raises awareness and helps educate boaters

Marine Rescue NSW makes a splash at 
Sydney International Boat Show

Marine Rescue Shoalhaven give 
endurance walker a lift

Bailey Seamer aboard Shoalhaven 30

Manager Work Health and Safety Colette Pierce and Zone Training 
Manager Central, Jane Shirriff, ready to welcome attendees to the 
Marine Rescue NSW stand. Photo: Alison Dunsford.
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Each year NAIDOC Week celebrates the history, 
culture and achievements of Aboriginal and Torres 

Strait Islander peoples, with the theme this year being 
Get Up! Stand Up! Show Up! 

Marine Rescue Lake Macquarie volunteer Leanda 
Guy tells the story of her artwork and a little of her own 
history. 

My name is Leanda Guy and I am a descendant of 
the Western Bunjalung. I joined Marine Rescue Lake 
Macquarie in January this year as a general member 
prepared to undertake administration or fundraising 
duties, and have completed the foundation training for 
sections of the radio and boat crew stream as well.

When I read the theme for NAIDOC Week this year the 
picture formed immediately in my mind, like a lightbulb in 
the comics. I grabbed my sketch book and it just flowed 
onto the page. The figures formed and coalesced onto 
the canvas. As I added colour to the work it just came 
together. 

Initially I painted it for the NAIDOC Week Poster 
Competition but it took on another life and the inclusion of 
the Marine Rescue checks and colours just fitted right in 
along with the representation of Malangbula.

Malangbula is the story of the petrified women of Swansea 
Heads. Miromaa Aboriginal and Tech Centre records the story, and 
here is an abridged version.

Two Aboriginal women had a problem with an Awabakal Warrior. 
The reason was never known, however for their sins they were 
turned into stone on the headland and the women became 
protectors of the nearby burial site of their ancestors.

If the sisters saw danger they would return to human form and 
warn their people, and appropriately the Marine Rescue Lake 
Macquarie unit Radio Base now resides on this headland keeping 
watch for danger, warning our boat crews when those in trouble 
need our help.

In this the year of reconciliation, the parallel objectives were too 
strong to ignore. The base of the painting depicts the headland 
and has two bars to represent the petrified women with the figures 
above all working together, all of different colours and all joined in 
their mission.

My husband and I joined Marine Rescue NSW at the same time 

and he is now part of the boat crews. I am currently working in 
conjunction with Jim Stringfellow and am preparing to move into 
the administration role as the Radio Club Coordinator.

Outside of Marine Rescue NSW I am the Junior Coordinator for 
Teralba Lakesiders Fishing Club and run a free entry, catch and 
release format Junior Fishing Tournament each year. Our juniors 
have raised over $2,000 for Marine Rescue NSW before I joined 
and also donated a Tailfin to the Lake Macquarie Unit.

The juniors again raised funds this year for Marine Rescue Lake 
Macquarie during the tournament being held over the 27th and 
28th August.

I am an avid angler along with my husband Ian and we compete 
in two clubs, Wangi RSL and Teralba Lakesiders. I have just a few 
trophies..... and records within both clubs, and I have been fishing 
and gathering bait since my grandmother and family taught me 
while growing up.

It always seems to come back to the heritage. Many years ago 
someone asked me how much Aboriginal did I have in me? My 
answer, was my left leg! I have a large birthmark on that leg which 
I used to cover with long socks as a young girl, but now I wear 
proudly. The years have taught me it is not how much, but how you 
understand who you are and your self-worth, your history and what 
is valuable to you.

I am a proud Bunjalung woman who is more than happy to Get 
Up, Stand Up and Show Up!

Inspiring painting tells a story

Lake Macquarie volunteer marks 
NAIDOC Week with artwork

T H E  C H A N D L E R Y

Leanda Guy (centre) presents the picture to Unit Commander Malcolm Druce, 

while Zone Duty Operations Manager Steve Raymond looks on. 

Malangbula is the story of the petrified 
women of Swansea Heads... here is an 
abridged version.

““
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Leanda Guy (centre) presents the picture to Unit Commander Malcolm Druce, 

while Zone Duty Operations Manager Steve Raymond looks on. 

Held annually in Lismore each July and attracting over 2,500 
attendees, the Northern Rivers Careers Expo is the North 

Coast’s premier careers event, showcasing career advice, further 
education, jobs and training, and providing local school leavers, job 
seekers and workers with a wide range of career options.

Students check out Marine Rescue NSW at careers fair

Making the right choice

Ready for action – members from Marine Rescue Ballina, Brunswick and Evans Head prepare to sell the benefits of volunteering with Marine Rescue NSW. 

Alongside apprenticeship organisations, tertiary education 
providers, training providers, and universities, Marine Rescue NSW 

set up an engaging stand highlighting the range of exciting options 
provide by volunteering with a rescue organisation.

The stand was staffed by members from three local Marine 
Rescue units, Ballina, Evans Head and Brunswick, with the 
volunteers keen to show the range of opportunities provided 
through volunteering.

As well as chatting about career options, attending students 
were able to see a Rescue Water Craft and vehicle on display, and 
witness a flare demonstration. 

For students, volunteering with Marine Rescue NSW offers the 
opportunity to gain nationally recognised skills such as first aid, and 
for those interested in a maritime career, the opportunity to gain 
qualifications and sea time.

highlighting the range of exciting options 
provide by volunteering with a rescue 
organisation

““



46 MARINE RESCUE NSW | Soundings

While for many boaters a day on the water is made more 
special by the companionship of their dog, new data from 

Marine Rescue NSW shows that many dogs on board vessels are 
not wearing canine lifejackets, placing them at risk of drowning in 
an emergency.

Over the past year 81 dogs were on vessels that had to be 
rescued, with 121 dogs rescued the year prior. Forty percent of 
these rescues were in life-endangering situations. 

Speaking on National Dog Day on 26 August, Marine Rescue NSW 
Commissioner Stacey Tannos expressed concern at the number of 
dogs seen on the water not wearing a canine lifejacket.

“Increasingly we are seeing boaters bringing the family dog 
along for a day out on the water, and while it’s a great adventure 
for your pooch, unless they’re wearing a specially fitted canine 
lifejacket, you are placing your pet at serious risk of drowning in an 
emergency,” Commissioner Tannos said. 

“Pets these days are part of the family, and just as you’d have 
your human family wearing a lifejacket on the water to keep them 
safe, so your furry family members should be wearing one too.”

Lifejackets for dogs are an inexpensive way to keep your best 
friend safer out on the water, helping to not only keep your dog 
afloat, but with their bright colours, making them easier to locate if 
they fall overboard.

While swimming comes naturally to dogs, some breeds tire 
quickly in the water, with other breeds faster to be affected by cold 
water, making a lifejacket essential in keeping them afloat until help 
arrives.

“When selecting a lifejacket for your dog, it should be snug 
while allowing your dog to walk, run, jump, and most importantly, 
breathe without difficulty. If it’s too big, your dog may slip out of it or 
have difficulty swimming and staying afloat,” Commissioner Tannos 
added.

“The lifejacket should be brightly coloured so you can easily 
locate your dog in the water, and have grab handles on the back 
so you can safely haul them back on board, and a neck float to 
provide buoyancy and support to the head.”

Commissioner Tannos said that with the start of the summer 
boating season, now was the perfect time to think about boating 
safety for whole family.

“I urge every boater to ensure that everyone on board, from the 
skipper right down to the family dog, is wearing a lifejacket, so if the 
worst should happen, everyone has the best possible chance of 
survival.”

The message on canine water safety got a further boost on 
National Dog Day with Marine Rescue NSW Zone Commander 
South Mike Hammond and dog Bee, and Zone Duty Operations 
Manager Courtney Greenslade with her daughter Ava and dog 
Bennie on the Morning Show on Channel Seven with television 
personalities Sam Mack and Kylie Gillies.  

Speaking confidently to a national audience, Mike, Courtney and 
Ava demonstrated how easy it is to fit a canine lifejacket, and why 
boat-owners taking their dogs on the water should make buying a 
lifejacket for their dog a priority. 

Public hounded to remember canine water safety

Keep your best friend safe on 
‘ruff’ waters

Live around the nation – Mike Hammond and Bee, with Ava and Courtney Greenslade and Bennie. Photo: Channel Seven. 
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In late 2021 the Marine Rescue Eden unit acquired its first ever 
vessel, X30, and commenced on-sea rescues. 

While the unit has a well-known radio base overlooking Twofold 
Bay, the commencement of rescue operations came with the unit 
having no dedicated space for crews to train or get ready.

Earlier this year, a space became available on the jetty at Snug 
Cove, with renovations of the space now complete, transforming 
the space into an all-purpose crew room in close proximity to 
where the unit’s rescue vessel is moored.

In late August the unit was the recipient of a $45,000 grant from 
Bendigo Bank to fit out the newly renovated crew room. 

Marine Rescue Eden Unit Commander Nancy Weatherman 
thanked Bendigo Bank for their generous donation, saying it was 
a privilege to be the first Marine Rescue NSW unit to receive such 
support from Bendigo Bank.

“This sponsorship will allow Marine Rescue Eden to fit out our 
new training rooms at Snug Cove, where renovations have just 
been completed,” she said.

“Originally a stand-alone Search and Rescue Command Centre, 
Marine Rescue Eden now has the capability to operate on far 
south coastal waters and to assist boaters in trouble, with our first 
Rescue Vessel X30, securely berthed at Snug Cove.”

After the appointment of Steph Cooke to the role of Minister 
for Emergency Services and Resilience and Minister for Flood 

Recovery, then Marine Rescue Lemon Tree Passage Unit Deputy 
Commander Richard Osborne wrote to her congratulating her on 
her appointment and inviting her to visit.

To the delight of Unit Commander David Aselford and his 
members, on 19 June the Minister made good on a promise 
to drop by, visiting the unit and helping to unveil a community 
education trailer to be used for local events and boating education. 

Following a tour of the training facility and the all-important radio 
room, Minister Cooke was shown over the unit’s rescue vessel 
Lemon Tree Passage 30 before a short inspection tour of the local 
waterways. 

Minister Cooke spoke at length with unit members to thank them 
for everything they continue to do to keep boaters safe across Port 
Stephens. 

Unit Commander David Aselford was thrilled with the visit.
“The Minister showed a keen interest in our members and the 

important work that they do to keep local boaters safe.” 
“We’ve invited her to return, and look forward to again seeing her 

at our unit.” 

“Having training rooms at Snug Cove will give the boat crew close 
access to X30, and the ability to do desktop training scenarios 
while the crew is on call.”

The location of the new training rooms will also be the face of 
Marine Rescue Eden, allowing the public to come and chat with 
members and get information on safety at sea, and a better 
understanding of who we are and what we do.” 

“The sincere thanks of all our members to Bendigo Bank for 
helping us get our new facility complete and operational.” 

Training room benefits from grant

Lemon Tree Passage host high profile guest

Eden bank on new partnership

Minister drops in to Hunter unit

Bendigo Bank representative Graham Stubbs presents Unit Commander 
Nancy Weatherman and Zone Commander South Mike Hammond with a 
cheque for $45,006.50.

T H E  C H A N D L E R Y

Minister Cooke inspects Lemon Tree Passage 30. Photo: Mick Chubb. 
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A local Port Macquarie artist and Marine Rescue Port Macquarie 
volunteer, Max Hillier, has painted a mural to celebrate the 

contribution of Marine Rescue NSW to the local community.

The mural was painted over a five week period, and installed in 
the boatshed at the Marine Rescue Port Macquarie base. 

The mural features cameos of radio operators, fundraisers 
and boat crew, along with boats, rescues and training, with 
photographs by unit members used as inspiration.

Mr Hillier joined Marine Rescue Port Macquarie as a volunteer 
about 18 months ago, attracted to the unit by his love of boats and 
a desire to contribute something to the local community.

Marine Rescue Port Macquarie Unit Commander Greg Davies 
said that the mural was “absolutely inspirational in telling the story 
of our unit, and is something all our unit members are very proud of 
and absolutely love.”

Artwork celebrates volunteers’ contribution

Port Macquarie unit immortalised 
in mural

T H E  C H A N D L E R Y

The mural created by Marine Rescue Port Macquarie member and local artist Max Hillier. 

Greg Davies said that the mural was 
“absolutely inspirational in telling the 
story of our unit”

““
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